In an increasingly competitive market a cruise line
has to innovate to be successful. Tracey Kifford
talks to Royal Caribbean International about
what it takes to become an industry leader.

and increasing sizes of passenger vessels being
constructed at shipyards across Europe is anything
to go by. Since the golden days of passenger liners and
transatlantic crossings, there has never been a more
buoyant time in the cruise industry; ships are getting
larger, more luxurious and more complex than ever.
Some of the largest vessels are being built for
Royal Caribbean International (RCI), the Miami-based,
Norwegian-US cruise operator with over 20 vessels
in service across the world. RCI can now boast
the largest passenger vessels in service, with current
title-holder the Freedom of the Seas, weighing in at
over 154,000 tonnes. It was brought into service in
the middle of 2006 and is arguably one of the most
luxurious and well-equipped ships ever built.
The Freedom class now includes three vessels, and

The cruise business is booming, if the number

the sister ship to Freedom of the Seas, which has been

named Liberty of the Seas, is being constructed at the

Aker Finnyards shipyard in Turku, Finland. The scheduled

delivery for the second Freedom-class vessel, which left

drydock in August 2006 and is now being fitted out, is

May 2007. A third Freedom-class vessel, Independence

of the Seas, is also being constructed in Turku. It is due to

be delivered in 2008 and not only will it be larger than its

sister ships, it will also be more fuel efficient. /i
The Freedom-class vessels are the largest passenger ."II ,-'

ships afloat, with gross tonnage of 154,407 tonnes, / .'I

eclipsing Cunard’s Queen Mary 2 (owned by Carnival ||-"

Corporation and ‘only” 151,000 tonnes) as the previous

title-holder. Although they are 5m shorter than Queen Mary

2, the distinction must be drawn that the Queen Mary 273

a true transatlantic liner, while Freedom of the Seas an(?'lits

sister ships will be dedicated cruise ships. | |

/)

Freedom facilities |
Freedom of the Seas can accommodate more thar:{(,S 0
passengers and is served by over 1,300 crew me berlz.
Over the space of 15 decks Freedom of the Seas has

wealth of facilities for passengers, including H2Q Zope,
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Entertainment features,
such as the rock-climbing
wall on Freedom of the
Seas, increases the cruise
experience for passengers.






