environmental issues

BIG PUSH

for green credibility

Reducing the impact on the environment is a burning issue for global shipping, but progress has been sluggish.
Technology is advancing and regulations are becoming more stringent, but a greater collaborative effort is still
required, Don Gregory, BP Marine director and IBIA chairman, tells Jim Banks.

sector as firmly as the need to control emissions and
improve environmental credentials. Despite this growing
awareness, progress towards implementing practical measures
to address these issues remains relatively slow. According
to those who are developing solutions for the industry, this
will have to change at some point in the near future, as
the international regulations and the penalties they impose
become ever more severe.
‘Shipping companies know the big issues they need
to get sorted out, but that does not mean that they have
progressed very far in dealing with them,” says Don Gregory,
director of environment and sustainability for BP Marine
and chairman of the International Bunker Industry Association

F ew issues have grabbed the attention of the shipping

Penalties are becoming more
severe for companies that
emit harmful emissions.

(IBIA). ‘The environment is now a boardroom issue that could
make or break an individual company.’

Californian initiative
One indication of the direction in which the regulatory
environment is moving is the steps taken by the state
of California in regard to air emissions from shipping. From
1 January 2007, the state’s Air Resources Board requires
all ocean-going commercial ships calling at its ports to
switch to low-sulphur diesel or gas oil fuel, with a maximum
sulphur content of 0.5%, within 24nm of its coast.
Furthermore, ships are also obliged to keep detailed
records of when the switch to auxiliary engines is made,
with prosecution under the state’s health and safety laws,
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